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insight into the series of conditions is most complete in the
case of complex rather than of simple volitions. When we
have to do with a simple impulse we cannot go behind the
motive immediately present to consciousness; the more
remote causes are lost in the obscurity of individual tempera-
ment But the conditions of a voluntary act, which takes
place with forethought and deliberation, may under some
circumstances be traced back into the agent's earliest history;
sometimes, indeed, we can get at the remoter influences of
inherited family or racial traits. The fact that so many con-
ditions, more or less clearly traceable, co-operate to produce
the voluntary act occasions the necessity of comprehending
in a single concept the total disposition of the individual
as it exists at a given moment, the product of all previous
causes, and an influence encountered by each new motive that
enters the field. Such a concept is that of character. What
we understand by character is thus the total result of past
psychical causality, itself forming part of the cause of each
new effect. In accordance with this view we may divide the
causes of every self-conscious volition into two groups:
transitory causes, given under the form of definite and actual
motives, and permanent causes, the totality of which is
represented by the causality of character. Indeterminism
itself has not infrequently recognised such a distinction, and
has thought to reconcile itself with the doctrine of the
causality of will by holding that the character itself, and not
the single volition which proceeds from the character under
the influence of motives, is causa sm. This view, of course,
brings us back to Kant's theory of the intelligible character.
Unfortunately the latter concept has about as much connec-
tion with that of the empirical character, which is what we are
dealing with here, as the thing in itself has with the objects
of the external world. The two bear the same name, but
they have nothing else in common. The intelligible character